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Response to Amendment 

1. The amendment filed on September 26, 2007 has been fully 
considered but are not deemed persuasive. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant argues that "Cisco fails to disclose a first 
switch blade or a first multiserver platform." (Page 16, 
paragraph 3) . "Nowhere in the Cisco reference is there any 
mention of using server blade." Page 17 and page 19, third 
paragraph respectively. 

Examiner notes that switch blade is a device that performs 
switching functions (normally at layer 2 of the OSI model) . 
Server blade performs functions such as serving files or 
information to a client. As such the switches in Cisco document 
meet the functions performed by the Applicant's claimed switch 
blades. "Switches are one of the core components of VLAN 
communications. They are the entry point for end-station devices 
into the switched fabric and for communication across the 
enterprise . Switches provide the intelligence to group users, 
ports, or logical addresses into common communities of interest. 
Each switch has the intelligence to make filtering and 
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forwarding decisions by packet, based on VLAN metrics defined by 
network managers, and to communicate this information to other 
switches and routers within the network. * (Page 3, first 
paragraph) . As to the issue of server blades and multiserver 
platform, the Cisco reference teaches "The backbone commonly 
acts as the aggregation point for large volumes of traffic. It 
also carries end-user VLAN information and identification 
between switches , routers, and directly attached servers. " (Page 
9, first paragraph. See also Figure 7: Servers as Part of 
Multiple VLANs) . It is also noted that VLANs as in fig. 2 show a 
multiple VLAN groups of an enterprise network that include 
Engineering VLAN, Marketing VLAN and accounting VLAN each with 
its own workstations, servers connected via switch devices. 



Applicant's arguments regarding the 101 rejection given by 
Examiner Kunameneni are persuasive, therefore it is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as being 
anticipated by CISCO publications (July 1995, pages 1-14) . CISCO 
publication describes: 

As per claims! and 5: 

A method and computer program for communicating information in a 
server platform, the method comprising: receiving at least one 
packet from at least one of a first switch blade associated with 
a first multiserver platform (see Page 9, Figure 9, left hand 
side bottom switch is first blade switch and multiserver 
platform is one under label VLAN1 / it is inherent with network 
interface that any packet originated by the multiserver will be 
received by the first blade switch) ; determining at least a 
server blade associated with a second multiserver platform for 
receiving at least a portion of said received at least one 
packet (see Page 9, Figure 9, The second blade switch is left 
top switch and multiserver platform is the one under VLAN1; when 
a packet is received from first multiserver platform is received 
by the switch, the switch will determine (determination is made 
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by rules set by administrator) if the packet is to be sent to 
second multiserver platform, "Both of these techniques examine 
the packet when it is either received or forwarded by the 
switch. Based on set of rules defined by the administrator 
Page 3, third Para and page 4 Para 3-4, Fig. 2 shows identifying 
packets in multiplatform VLANs) ; and routing said at least a 
portion of said at least one received packet to at least said 
server blade (Once the determination is made by the first blade 
switch, that packet belongs to multiserver platform connected to 
second switch blade, it will be sent (routed to second blade 
that is associated with second multiserver platform, "Based on 
the set of rules defined by the administrator, these techniques 
determine where the packet is to be sent, filtered, and/or 
broadcast.", Page 3, third Para, Lines 5-7. See also page 9, 
first paragraph for end-user VLAN information and identification 
carried between switches , routers, and directly attached 
servers . 

As per Claims 2 and 6. 

The method and computer according to claim 1 and 5 (see supra 
for discussion of claims 1 and 5), wherein said receiving 
further comprises receiving said at least one packet by at least 
one of a second switch blade and central switch (see figs 3; 5 
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and Figure 9) it is inherent in the FDD I a packet on the ring 
will be received by all members of the ring) . 

As claims 3 and 7: 

The method and computer program according to claims 2 and 6 (see 
supra, for discussion of claim 2 and 6) , further comprising if 
said at least one packet is received by said central switch, 
communicating said at least a portion of said at least one 
received packet to at least said a third switch blade associated 
with said second multiserver platform (see fig. 2, 5 and 9 ) via 
at least one communication link that couples said central switch 
directly to said at least said second switch blade (See page 9, 
Figure 9, the central switch is middle top switch on FDD I ring, 
and is connected through FDDI ring to the bottom left (first 
blade switch) and top left (second blade switch) switch. If a 
packet is received by the central switch it will be sent to 
proper multiserver platform blade switch, based on which 
multiserver the packet belongs, "Based on the set of rules 
defined by the administrator, these techniques determine where 
the packet is to be sent, filtered, and/or broadcast.", Page 3, 
third Para, Lines 5-7) . 



Application/Control Number: Page 7 

10/647,963 

Art Unit: 2153 

As per claims 4 and 8: 

The method and computer program according to claims 1 and 5 (see 
supra for claims 1 and 5 discussion), further comprising 
processing said routed at least a portion of said at least one 
received packet by said at least said server blade server (On 
the FDD I ring the packet will be received by second blade switch 
and will be processed by the ring interface of the switch.). 

For claim 9: A system for (communicating information in a server 
platform, the system comprising: a first multiserver platform 
(for this claim, Page 8, Figure 8, right hand side block will be 
used for claim elements; bottom row) comprising at least one of 
a network interface (multiserver platform first one in bottom 
row, under VLAN1 and a network interface connecting to the 
switch to the multiserver) and a first switch blade (bottom 
block of three switches, second one connected to first 
multiserver platform under the label VLAN1) ; and at least a 
second multiserver platform (second row) comprising a second 
switch blade (middle switch) coupled [to] said first switch 
blade of said first multiserver platform (middle switch 
connected to second multiserver platform, under the label VLAN1 
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; both first multiserver platform and second multiserver 
platform are coupled by VLAN1 ) . 



As per claim 10: 

The system according to claim 9 (see supra for discussion of 
claim 9), further comprising at least a third multiserver 
platform (Figure 8, right hand side block, sixth switch from 
bottom connected to third multiserver platform, under the label 
VLAN1) comprising a third switch blade (Page 8, Figure 8, right 
hand side block, sixth switch from bottom connected to third 
multiserver platform present under label VLAN1) coupled to at 
least one of said second switch blade of said second multiserver 
platform and said first switch blade of said first multiserver 
platform (all three multiserver platforms are coupled by VLAN1) . 

As per claim 11 : 

The system according to claim 10 (see supra for discussion of 
claim 10), wherein said first multiserver platform (Page 8, 
Figure 8, right bottom first multiserver platform under VLAN 1), 
said second multiserver platform (Page 8, Figure 8, right center 
multiserver platform under VLAN ( 1) and said third multiserver 
(Page 8, Figure 8, right top third multiserver platform over 
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VLAN 1) are coupled in daisy-chain configuration (Small Business 
Computing online dictionary defines daisy chain as, "daisy 
chain: (n) A hardware configuration in which devices are 
connected one to another in a series. The SCSI interface, for 
example, supports a daisy chain of up to 7 devices." As you can 
see from page 8, Figure 8, the first, second and third 
multiserver platforms communication path is in series) . 

As per claim 12 : 

The system according to claim 10, wherein. said first multiserver 
platform, and said third multiserver platform communicate via 
said second multiserver platform (As per page 8, Figure 8, the 
first multiserver platform including the switch and the second 
multiserver platform including the switch have to communicate 
through second multiserver platform including the switch 
(because the switch is a blade switch, which is part of 
multiserver platform) ) . 

As per claim 13 

a first multiserver platform comprising at least one of a 
network interface and a first switch blade (Figure 9, clock wise 
bottom right hand side blade switch, server 1 with network 
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interface to switch labeled under VLAN1 ) / and at least a second 
multiserver platform comprising a second switch blade coupled 
said first switch blade of said first multiserver platform 
(Figure 9, clockwise top left hand side, second multiserver 
platform under the label VLAN1, network interface connected to 
second switch, both coupled by VLAN 1 ). }, further comprising 
at least one central switch (page 9, Figure 9, top central 
switch) coupled to at least said first switch blade of said 
first multiserver platform and said second switch blade of said 
second multiserver platform ( first and second switches are 
coupled by FDD I ring) . 

As per claim 14 

The system according to claim 13 (see supra for claim 13 
discussion), further comprising at least a third switch (Page 9, 
Figure 9, clockwise top right hand side switch) blade of a third 
multiserver platform (third multiserver platform present under 
the label VLAN1) coupled to said at least one central switch 
(Page 9, Figure 9, top central switch coupled to other four 
switches by FDD I ring) . 



As per claim 15: 
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The system according to claim 14 (see supra for claim 14 
discussion) , wherein said first multiserver platform, said 
second multiserver platform and said third multiserver platform 
communicate via said central switch (Page 9, Figure 9, top 
central switch coupled to other three switches containing 
Multiserver platform 1, clockwise bottom left switch on VLAN1, 
multiserver platform 2 clockwise top left switch on VLAN1, and 
multiserver platform 3 clockwise top right switch on VLAN1) . 

Conclusion 

4. ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as' set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a) . 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

The prior made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Yasin 
Barqadle whose telephone number is 571-272-3947. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Glenn Burgess can be 
reached on 571-272-3949. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
are 703-872-9306 for regular communications and 703-746-7238 for 
After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained form the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may 
be obtained from either private PAIR or public PAIR system. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available 
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through private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
YB 
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